
HA N D O U T 1
G roup Research Instruction Sheet

R e s e a rch your assigned position on the “free silver” issue, using library re f e rence materi-
als, your textbook, and Internet sources. Answer the questions below from your assigned
perspective. Be pre p a red to re p o rt this information to a committee in two days. Each com-
mittee member must take part in the testimony.

G roup                                                                 Members

1. Eastern industrialists

2. We s t e rn farmer debtors

3. Silver miners

4. Labor

5. Tre a s u ry Department employees

6. Gold standard advocates ( m o n o m e t a l l i s t s )

7. Congressional committee members

G roups 1-6:
Answer the following questions. Then develop answers into a three-minute presentation to
the special committee on silver. Be as factual and convincing as possible!

• What group are you re p re s e n t i n g ?

• Would your group be in favor of free coinage of silver? Why or why not?

• What factors during the late 1880s may have contributed to your position? Explain.

• How might coinage of silver affect your interests? Explain.

G roup 7:
R e s e a rch the Sherman Silver Purchase Act of 1890, and re p o rt on that information. Who
did the act please? Why? Was the act successful?


