OVERHEAD TRANSPARENCY
Governor Bradford Has the Last Word

This [granting of private property rights] had very good success, for it made all hands very
industrious, so as much more corn was planted than otherwise would have been by any
means the Governor or any other could use, and saved him a great deal of trouble, and gave
far better content. The women now went willingly into the field, and took their little ones with
them to set corn; which before would allege weakness and inability; whom to have compelled
would have been thought great tyranny and oppression.

The experience that was had in this common course and condition, tried sundry years and
that amongst godly and sober men, may well evince the vanity of that conceit of Plato’s and
other ancients applauded by some of later times; and that the taking away of property and
bringing in community into a commonwealth would make them happy and flourishing; as if
they were wiser than God.

Source: William Bradford: History of Plymouth Plantation, c. 1650.

This text is part of the Internet Modern History Sourcebook. The sourcebook is a collection of public
domain and copy-permitted texts for introductory level classes in modern European and world history.
Unless otherwise indicated, the specific electronic form of the document is copyrighted. Permission is
granted for electronic copying, distribution in print form for educational purposes and personal use. If
you do reduplicate the document, indicate the source. No permission is granted for commercial use of
the sourcebook. (c) Paul Halsall, July 1998.



